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ON GENERALIZED INEQUALITIES
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ABSTRACT. We present generalized inequalities of Heinz, Halmos and Bern-
stein. It is proved that they are all equivalent to one another. In fact they are
all equivalent to the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality. Equality condition and the
bound of inequality are established.

In what follows the capital letters mean bounded linear operators on a Hilbert
space H. The identity operator is denoted by I. T' = U|T'| is the polar decomposition
of T' with U the partial isometry, and |T'| the positive square root of the positive
operator T*T. A basic well-known property about the polar decomposition of T is
that equality |T*|" = U|T|"U* holds for any positive real number r, and U*U = I
[2].

Recently several authors have been interested in inequalities of Heinz, Halmos
and Bernstein [1,2,4,5,6,7], just mentioning a few. In this article we present gener-
alizations of these inequalities, and prove that they have one thing in common, i.e.,
they are all equivalent to the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality. We also consider equality
condition and the bound of inequality. We shall begin with the next lemma. It is a
basic tool characterizing the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality from which we derive our
main result.

LEMMA. Fore,z,y € H with ||e]| =1 the following statements are equivalent.

(@) |(z,y)| < ||zl [lyl] (Cauchy-Schwarz inequality). Equality holds if and only
if x = ay for suitable a. Moreover,

Py — oI
a1 = (o) < FEEE—

for any real number r # 0.
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(i) 1 (z,¢) = 0, then |(y, )Pl < IalPlyI — 12 y)°. Bquality holds if
and only if x = afy — (y,e)e] for suitable a. Moreover,

ll*llry —r(y,e)e — «|*
Iy 11 = [, )" = 1y, )P [l]* <

for any real number r # 0.

r2

ProoOF. We show the bound in (i) first. Define a function of any real number
r# 0 by f(r) = lzl*llry — z]* = r*[lly[*||=[|* — |(z,y)[*]. Then, by expanding the
right-hand side,

fr) =r*|(z,y)I* — 2r Re(@, )|zl + [|2]|* > [r Re(z,y) — [l[|*]* > 0,

since Re 8 < |G|, and we have the required bound in (i).

(i) = (ii). Let a =y — (y,e)e. Then [la||” = [lyll* = |(y, e)|*, and (z,a) = (,y)
as (z,e) = 0. Now, all we have to do is substituting above relations into the
Cauchy-Schwarz inequality |(z,a)|*> < ||z||%||al|?>. Equality condition follows from
(i) under this Cauchy—Schwarz inequality, and the bound of the inequality (ii) is
obtained from that of (i) by replacing y by a as above.

(ii) = (i). Clearly, 0 < [|=]]?||y||* — |(z, y)|? by (ii). The bound of (i) is due to
that of (ii) for a suitable e such that (y,e) = 0.

Incidentally, for any nonzero vector x, there exists a unit vector e such that
(z,e) = 0. Indeed, we may take e = z/||z||, where 2 = y — (y,z)z/||z||* and y is
any nonzero vector. (|

Now, we are ready for our main result.

THEOREM. Fore,z,y € H with |le|| = 1 the following assertions are equivalent.

(1) The Cauchy—Schwarz inequality.

(2) Generalized Heinz inequality: Let T = U|T| be the polar decomposition of
T. For a, € [0,1] with o+ 3 > 1, we have

(TIT1° )P < T PNT* Pyl = 1Ty, €)P) if (UIT |, e) = 0.

(3) Generalized Halmos inequality: If A, B and C are operators such that A,
A%B and A2C are all selfadjoint, then |(ABz, ACy)| < r(B)r(C)||Az|| || Ay||, where
r(E) denotes the spectral radius of E.

(4) Generalized Bernstein inequality: If e\ is a unit eigenvector corresponding
to an eigenvalue A of an operator S, then

(s ex)|? < Iy lI*[1S*=[* — [(y, S*=)
1(S* = X)x||?

for S*z # .

PRrROOF. (1) & (2). Replace z and y in (ii) of Lemma by U|T|*z and |T*|%y,
respectively, and use the well-known property of the polar decomposition of T
to simplify the inequality. Indeed, |(U|T|*z, |T*|Py)| = |(T|T|**#~ x,y)|. Also,
UIT|z|| = || |T|*z||, and (2) follows. Conversely, (1) follows by letting 7" = I in
(2).
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(1) & (3). Recall that the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality for a positive operator
Eis |(Ez,y)|* < (Ez,z)(Ey,y), which is known to be equivalent to (i) in Lemma
1. Clearly A%2 = A* A is positive, and it follows by (1) that

|(ABz, ACy)|” < (A* Bz, Bx)(A*Cy, Cy) = (B* A Bz, z)(C* A*Cy,y)

= (A’B%z,2)(AC?y,y).

The last equality is by the selfadjointness of A2B and A%C. In fact, by induction
we have (B*)!A?B' = A?’B* and (C*)'A*C' = A%C?* for i = 1,2,.... If we
continue the process, i.e., square both sides of the above inequality successively
with simplification, and proceed by induction. Then we conclude that the power
inequality
() (ABz, ACy)I”" < (4B z,2)(A%0,2)" N ACYy,p)(A%y,p)"
holds, which yields
|(ABx, ACy)| < |A*[|# 1B | " | ||| 2 [ly| =% (A%, 2) 2~ = (4%, y) % 2.
Next, take the 2™-th root of both sides in above and pass to the limit as n — oo,
and note that r(E) = lim,, ||E"||'/". Then we arrive at (3). Conversely, (1) follows
by letting A=B=C=11in (3). 3

(1) & (4). Notice that ((S*—Al)z,ex) = (S*z,ex) —A(x,en) = 0as Sex = Aey.

It follows that replacing = by (S* — XI)z and e by ey in (ii) of Lemma yield
el < ly[P1(S* = ADa|[” = |(y, (S* = ADx)* _ |lyl*[1S™=1” — |y, S*2)*
1(5* = AD)z|]? 1(5* = AD)x|?
Equality above is due to a known equality
ly = oz llzl” = |(y = 0z, 2)* = ||l=[1*[lyll* = |(y, )|
for any x,y € H and any scalar § [9, Lemma]. Conversely, rewrite inequality (4)
as follows.

|(y, (S* = AD)|”

(s en)” < lyll* = = <yl
1(5* = AD)z|]?
If S = I in particular, then A = 1. So, we may let e; = z/||z|| in above and obtain
(@, y) < [l]llyll, which proves (1). O

REMARKS. (1) According to [2] the Heinz inequality is the inequality |(Tz,y)]
< T |%|| || |T**~y|| for any =,y € H and « € [0, 1], which is a special case of (2)
in Theorem. In fact, |(T|T|*T5% z,y)|? < |||T|z|]?|| |T*|°y||* by (2) in Theorem.
Thus the Heinz inequality follows by letting o« + 8 = 1. Independently, the Heinz
inequality can be proved by our substituting method as in above, i.e., replace z
by U|T|*z and y by |T*|'~%y in (i) of Lemma. The equality holds if and only
if U|T|*x = §|T*|'~%y for suitable §, which is more precise then the one in [2].
Moreover, the bound of the Heinz inequality is

a rli—a T2V T "y — UIT|*|”
TPyl = (T2, )]* < 7

for any real number r # 0 by (i) in Lemma.
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(2) To prove the inequality (ij) above we may proceed by induction on n. Indeed,
if n =1, then |(ABxz, ACy)|? < (A2B%x,z)(A2C?y,y) as was shown in above. Now,

|2n+1

|(ABz, ACy)[”"" < (A’B¥ 2,2)*(A%z,2)*" 72 (AC*"y,y)*(A%y,y)* —2.

Simplify the right-hand side of the inequality above, it becomes
nt1 n_ nt1 n_
(A°B* " z,2)(A%z,2)* THAPC Ty, y) (A%, )7 T

and the process is completed.

(3) Recall Reid’s inequality [11]: If A is positive and AB is selfadjoint, then
|(ABz, z)| < ||B||(Az, z) for every € H. The inequality was sharpened by Halmos
[4, p. 51 and 244] in that he has r(B) instead of ||B||. We shall show that this is a
special case of (3) in Theorem. Let in particular A be positive and let y = = and
C =1 in (3) of Theorem, and then replace A by A'/2, the unique square root of
positive A. Then clearly we obtain the Halmos inequality |(ABz, z)| < r(B)(Az, z)
for every x € H, where AB is selfadjoint. A different type of generalization of
Halmos’ inequality can be found in [6].

(4) It was proved in [8, Theorem 1 and Corollary 2] that a generalized Reid’s in-
equality is equivalent to Furuta’s inequality [3], and, in particular, Reid’s inequality
is equivalent to Lowner’s inequality, i.e., if A > B > 0, then A'/? > B/? [10].

(5) Let us show that the Bernstein inequality [1] is a special case of (4) in
Theorem. Let y = x in (4) of Theorem and if ey is a unit eigenvector corresponding
to an eigenvalue A of a selfadjoint operator S (so that A is a real number), then,
from (4) in Theorem,

IS — |(x, Sz)[?

2
<
el s 3D

for Sz # Az,

which is precisely the Bernstein inequality. We may find the bound as follows.
From the proof of Theorem and the bound in (i) of Lemma we see that

(S = ADz|® —|(w, (S = ADx)* _ |Irz = (S — AD)z|]”

2
T
e < 120

15— xD)lP S ﬂ
_ (S — enya?
A—e?

where ¢ = A + r and v # 0. Equality condition and the bound of inequality also
appeared in [1]. Notice that our proof of the generalized Bernstein inequality in
Theorem is cosiderably shorter then the proof of the Bernstein inequality in [1].

Now we are ready to consider equality conditions and bounds of (2) and (4) in
Theorem.

COROLLARY 1. Let z,y € H and e be a unit vector.

(1) Under the same assumptions as in Theorem, equality in (2) of Theorem
holds if and only if |T|*x = 6[|T*|°y — (|IT*|%y, e)e] for suitable 5. Moreover, for
any real number r # 0,
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1T 12| |(1T* Py, e)* < [Tz |* (| 1T*°y||* = [(T|T|* 2, y)[?
< TP TPy — UIT| =]
X 72 .
(2) Under the same assumptions as in Theorem, equality in (4) of Theorem

holds if and only if (S* — Xz = afy — (y,ex)ex] for suitable a. Moreover, for any
real number r # 0,

,e)l? < lylPl1S™21* — 1y, S*=)* _ lIwlPlI(S* = AD)|* — |(y, (S* = AD)z)|*
1(5* = AL)z[]? 1(5* = AD)z||?

lIry — (8* = ADa||”
- :

<

r

PRrROOF. (1) Equality condition is due to (ii) in Lemma and replacement of z by
|T|*z, and y by |T*|*y (this is what we did in the proof of (1) = (2) in Theorem).
The bound is due to (i) in Lemma.

(2) Replacing x by (S* — AI)z and e by e in (ii) of Lemma (the same replace-
ment in the proof of (1) = (4) in Theorem) to obtain equality condition, and the
bound is obtained by (i) in Lemma. O

Finally, let us show a different type of generalization of the Heinz inequality,
which involves three vectors instead of two. Notice first that if 2 in the Cauchy—
Schwarz inequality is replaced by the vector u = 2(z,z)r — ||z]|?z, 2 € H, then
[lull = llz[]*[l2]| Indeed,

lull* = (2(z, 2)z — ||2]1°2,2(2, 2)z — [|]]*2)
= 4|(z,2)Pllel) = 2/(z, 2)P||2]* = 21(z, @) Pllz[* + [l *[|2117 = [l *]1211.
It follows that

(*) 2|(z,2) (@, )| < llzlPllylH12]] + [z, 9)1.
The inequality is obviously equivalent to the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality.

COROLLARY 2. For z,y,z € H and a, 3 € [0,1] with a + 3 > 1, the Cauchy-
Schwarz inequality is equivalent to a generalized Heinz inequality

2|(IT17 2, ) (TIT 1, )| < T PINT Pyl T 20 + (T 2, )]

PrOOF. Assume the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality, i.e., the inequality (*). Re-
placing = by U|T|%z, y by |T*|?y, z by U|T|*z in (*), and a straightforward sim-
plification yield the required inequality above. Conversely, let z =z and T'= I in
the inequality above. Then the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality follows easily. O
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