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(Picture 5). Special problem are imperfections in old texts caused by stains on the paper, foxing,
humidity (paper wrapping) (Picture 6), blurred, broken, faded characters, etc. The IMPACT project
addressed some of these problems and developed software that improved OCR in several European
old languages. It certainly requires more work on the images and OCR quality, and it should be taken
into account in the planning stage of the digitisation project.
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Picture 5: The image of Narodna sloga: neodvisen tednik, (27.02.1932, vol. 2, nr. 8),
automatically processed with OCR and additionally manually corrected
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Picture 6: Imperfections caused by humidity (paper wrapping)
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The produced OCR text from digitised images and different categories of metadata can be encoded in
different schemas METS'®, TEI".

4. Conclusion

From its very beginning, digitisation in libraries and other cultural heritage institutions has been
considered a way of digital reproduction of analogue materials, and has been connected to provision of
access to their holdings and building of their digital collections. After two decades, it is time to
reconsider these views. Firstly, digitisation is a very expensive task and libraries hardly invest funds
not only for building but also for maintaining their digital collections. Secondly, the digitisation
technology is already sufficiently developed for obtaining high quality copies. Thirdly, the digital
preservation community has already adopted standards and preservation workflows that can be
integrated with the digitisation process. The digital preservation process (or “digitisation for
preservation”) starts at the moment of producing the digital image. For this reason, it is necessary to
pay more attention to the planning stage of the digitisation project and set higher requirements
regarding the most decisive elements in the creation of the digital image, that is: proper scanning
technology which avails to produce digital images of the highest quality in archival file formats, the
highest resolution and bit-depth that can be adjusted to the type of library material, and the metadata,
which include all the information important for extending the digital files life cycle. Librarians can
contribute a lot by taking active part in the digitisation workflows and demanding the best quality from
digitisation operators. They need to start thinking about their digital collections as if they were the
most important assets that increase the importance of their library to the community and stakeholders
they serve.
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