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Existence of positive solutions for singular fractional boundary value
problems with p-Laplacian

Nuket Aykut Hamal?, Furkan Erkan?

“Department of Mathematics, Ege University, 35100 Bornova, Izmir-Turkey

Abstract. In this paper, we obtain the existence of positive solutions for the singular fractional boundary
value problem with p-Laplacian. The existence of positive solutions is established using the Avery-Peterson
fixed point theorem. In addition, we include an example for the demonstration of our main result.

1. Introduction

Singular fractional differential equations arise in many engineering and scientific disciplines as the mod-
eling of problems in mathematics and physics such as gas dynamics, chemical reactions, nuclear physics,
atomic calculations and the studies of atomic structures. Many authors study on singular boundary value
problems using variational methods, fixed point theory, see, [1-6]. There has been noticeable development
in the study of singular fractional differential equations in recent year, see, [7-14] and references therein.
Recently, many important results related to the boundary value problem of fractional differantial equations
with p-Laplacian operator have been obtained, see, [21-28].

In [9], the author established the existence of positive solutions for the singular fractional boundary
value problem with p-Laplacian

[pp (D u(M)] + f(tu(t) =0, 0<t<1,
ul(o) = 0/ u(l) - V”(TI) =0/
where 1 < a <2, Dy, is the Caputo fractional derivative, f(t,u) is singular at u = 0.

In [7], using the Avery-Peterson’s fixed point theorem, the authors got the positive solutions for the
following singular fractional boundary value problems

DY u(t) + f(tult),w'(H) =0, 0<t<1,

u0) = u’(0)=0, w(1)=) nu&)
j=1

where2 <a<3,17;20,0<& <& <...<&1<&<...<1(j=1,2,...), f(t x,y) is singular at t=0.
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In [8], the authors established the existence of positive solutions for the singular fractional boundary
value problem

D2,u(t) + Af(t,u(®)) =0, te(0,1),

m
u(0) =1/ (0)=...=u"20)=0, Dju(t)= Z a;D} u(®)i=z,,
i=1
whereae (n—-1,n],neN,n>3,& € Rforalli=1,... m(meN),0< & <& <...< &y <1, fissingular
att=0ort=1.
In [11], the authors investigated positive solutions for the singular fractional boundary value problem
with parameters

Dg.u(t) + Ah(t)f(t,u(t)) =0, te€(0,1),
m 1
u(©0) = u'(0) =... =ud©0) =0, DXu(1) = Z f DE u(hdH;(h),
i=1 Y0
wherea € R,a € (n—1,n],n € IN,n > 3, f(t,u) is singular at u = 0 and h(t) singular at ¢ = 0.

Motivated by the above papers, we investigate the existence of at least three positive solutions for the
boundary value problem with p-Laplacian :

[pp (DL u®)] + f(t,u(t),u'(t) =0, 0<t<1, (1)
m—2

u(0) =1/(0)=0, D§'u(1) =) aDyu(), @
i=1

where a€R, 2 < o < 3, {ieR foralli = 1,2,..m—-2 (melN), 0 < & < & < ... < &pa < 1, Dg. is the
Riemann-Liouville derivative of order a, f(t,x, y) may be singular at t = 0. In this paper, we will always
suppose that the following conditions hold.

(H1) a; > 0 and ZEZ a;<1foralli=1,2,..,m-2(meN),
(H2) f(t,x,y):(0,1]xR*xR* — R*, and there exists a constant 0 < ¢ < 1such that ° f(t, x, y) is continuous
in[0,1] X R* x R*.

By using Avery-Peterson fixed point theorem in [12], we get the existence of positive solutions for the
BVP (1)-(2). Thus, this results can be considered as a contribution to this field. The organization of this
paper is as follows. In section 2, we provide some definitions and preliminary lemmas which are key tools
for our main result. In section 3, we give and prove our main result. Finally, we give an example to illustrate
how the main result can be used in practice.

2. Preliminaries
In this section, we present some necessary definitions and lemmas, which can be found in [16-19].

Definition 2.1. The integral

1 f B
I5y(t) = =— t—s)* s)ds,
0oV =ty ), €9V
where a > 0, is called the Riemann-Liouville fractional integral of order .

Definition 2.2. For a function y(t) given in the interval [0, 00), the expression

a — 1 d " t _ o\n—a+l
D0+y(t) = m (a) j(; (t S) y(S)dS,

where n = [a] + 1, and [a] denotes the integer part of number a, is called Riemann-Liouville fractional derivative of
order a.
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Remark 2.3. From the definition of the Riemann-Liouville fractional derivative, we quote for u > —1, then

Da+ tH = —r(l * [J) p—a
0 I(1+u-a)
In particular Dg,t*™™ =0 (m = 1,2,...,N), N is the smallest integer greater than or equal to a.

Lemma 2.4. ([13]) Assume that u € C(0,1) (" L(0,1), with a fractional derivative of order a > O that belongs to
C(0,1)NLY0,1). Then

I5.Dgu() = u(t) + C1#*™ 1 + Cot*2 + ...+ Cyt* N,
forsome C; € R,i=1,2,...,N, where N is the smallest integer greater than or equal to .
Lemma 2.5. We consider the fractional differential equation

[ (D3 u(t)] +h():0, 0<t<l, (3)
u0) =u'(0)=0, Dy 'u(l)=) aD$ u(&), (4)
i=1

N

with the boundary conditions (4), where heC(0,1) (\L(0,1). We denote by A = T'(a) (1 - ):;’;2 ai).
Then the unique solution u€C[0, 1] of problem (3), (4) is given by

B pa-1 1 pa-1 m=2 Ei -
u(t) = — fom(s)d R ;afo w(s) s—mf (t - 5) w(s)ds 5)

where w(s) = ¢ ( fo h(’[)d’[) Pq(u) is the inverse function of ¢, (), i.e % % = 1.

Proof. By Lemma 2.5, we deduce that the solution u€C(0,1) () L'(0, 1) of the fractional differential equation
(5) is given by

t
u(t) = et + oot + o3t - IS, (qbq f h(s)ds)

=t 4 ootV 4 gt 3—% (t—9)*" 1(%[ h(7) dT)

1 ¢
=t ot 4ot — —— | (=) w(s)ds

I(@) Jo

for some c;€R, i = 1,2, 3. By using the conditions #(0) = u’(0) = 0, we obtain c; = c3 = 0. Then we conclude

u(t) = ct* 1 - (t —5)% Lw(s)ds (6)

1
(@) Jo
For the obtained function (6), we find

1
D3 'u(1) = a1l (a) —f w(s)ds
0

m— m=2
Dy ) =@ Yo [ oo
1

i=1 i=1 i=

m—2
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Then the condition D¢ 'u(1) = Y./7% ;D3 u(&;) gives us

1! 1 (¢
a=—| w()ds—-— az-f w(s)ds
! Al: AZ; 0

Therefore, the unique solution of the problem (3) is given by

ta—l tt)t—l m=2
u(t) = w(s)ds — a; ds — — | (t—s) " w(s)ds
o o= 5 Lo [ o5 [

i

O
Lemma 2.6. Suppose that the condition (H1) and (H2) hold, then u(t) is nonnegative and nondecreasing function

Proof. It is obvious that w(s) > 0,

a1 1 pa- 1m Ei
u(t) = A j; w(s)ds — A alj; w(s)ds — T(a )f (t —s)* rw(s)ds
ta—l fl o= 1 fl
> w(s)ds — a;
Ay “© ! )
ta—l fl o= 1m pa— 1 1 ta,l m—2 1
= w(s)ds — a; f w(s)ds — f a; f w(s)ds
A 0 A £ 1 0 A 0 A Z 0

i= =1
=0

N

a)(s)ds

D
N’—‘MS X

Therefore, we see that u(t) is nonnegative.
It is similar to the proof of u’(t) > 0, we can obtain u’(t) > 0, so u(t) is nondecreasing. The proof is
complete. [

We consider the Banach space B = C![0, 1] with the norm

u|| = max { max |u(t)], max |u’(¢
) {HM”(NHM“(N}

and we define the cone
P={ueB:u(t)=0,u'(t)>0,t<[0,1]}

and operator T : P — B given by

a— 1 m -2 Ei
Tu(t) = ! Al j; - a, f w(s)ds — — ) f (t — )" (s)ds

Lemma 2.7. T : P — P is completely continuous operator.

Proof. For u € P, in view of Lemma 2.6, we see that Tu(t) is nonnegative and nondecreasing, consequently,
wehave T : P — P. By (H2), we can easily get that T : P — P is continuous. Now, we will prove that T is
compact in bounded subsets of its domain.
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Let Q) c P be bounded. By (H2), we get that there exists a constant L > 0 such that t° f(t, u(t), u'(f)) < L,
t € [0,1], ueQ. Thus, for ueQ), t € [0,1], we have

w(s) = P4 (j(; t“t“f(t,u(t),u’(t))dt)

<@y ( fo 1 Lt”dt)

L
C (1-o)t

So we get

a— 1 a-1"m=2
Tu(t) = tAlfo w(s)ds — tAl ' a,-fo w(s)ds — mf (t =) Lw(s)ds

‘Af <1—o>q1 *

(a — LI
A -o)i!

Similarly, we get

_p m=2

a- 1 _ a i
(Tu)’(t):% fo w(s)ds—%z“ai fo w(s)ds — & r( ) f (t — ) 2c(s)ds

i=1
— 1 -1
< (o 1)f L1 s
A Jy A=-o0)!

_ (a-1Lt
A1 - o)

Lo
Consequently, ||Tu|| < Xll L),, -

For t1,t, € [0,1], 1 < b, u € Q), we have

In the following we will proof that T((2) is equicontinuous.

Tu(tz) — Tu(ty)l

a—l_Lftz _ al _ a-1 _ftl AT 2 |
= |1ty @ J (t2 =) " w(s)ds — c1t] ™ + @) (t1 — ) w(s)ds

15}
<o —tg*-1|+ﬁ’ fo (tr — s)* (s)ds — fo (t — 8)* w(s)ds

l ' a-1 _ ja-1 ( ? _ a1 _ . a1 )
s( A j(: w(S)ds)|t g |+r( ) j{: (ta — 8)* ' w(s)ds j{; (t — s)* L (s)ds

1971 a1
S el b jt5 - 5|
A1 - o)1-1 I'a+1)(1-o0)!
1971 191
2|ty = t1] + |ty — t1]

= Al o)1 T(@) (1 - o)1
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Similarly, we get

(Tw)' (t2) = (Tu) (k)]

ty t
=lc1(a — 1)1‘3“2 - F(al— 1)[} (t2 = 8)*2w(s)ds — c1(a — 1)1?‘{“2 + F(al— 1)f0 (t1 — 5)"2w(s)ds
- a— 1 " a— " a—
<ala-1)g2 -7+ e D UO (t, —s) za)(s)ds—fo (t1 — s)*2w(s)ds
<(L f 1 w(s)ds (a—l)lt“‘z—t“‘2|+; f " (tr — 8)* 2w(s)ds — f " (t — s)*2w(s)ds
“\AJy 2 ! Ta-\Jy o
LI~ a— a— Lq_l a— a—
< W((x—lﬂtz 2t 2|+W|t2 t- 1|

1971 L1
q_12 [ty — t1] +

—_— 2|ty -t
A —o) 2l —tl

T'(a)(1 - 0)

We have the right-hand side of the above inequalities tends to zero if t, — t;. Using Arzela—Ascoli Theorem,
we have T is a completely continuous operator.
O

Lety and 0 be nonnegative, continuous and convex functional on P, ® and ¢ be a nonnegative continuous
functional on P. Then, for positive numbers /, 1, c and d, we define the following sets:
P(y,d)={xeP:yx) <d},
P(y,®,r,d)={xeP:r<®(x),ykx) <d},
P(y,0,®,r,c,d)y={x e P:r<D(x),0(x) <c, yx) <d},
Ry, ¢, h,d)={xeP:h<),ykx) <d}.

We will use the following fixed point theorem of Avery and Peterson to study the problem (1), (2).

Theorem 2.8. ([12]) Let P be a cone in a real Banach space E. Let y and 6 be nonnegative, continuous and convex
functionals on P, @ be a nonnegative, continuous and concave functional on P, and ¢ be a nonnegative continuous
functional on P satisfying (Ax) < Ap(x) for 0 < k <1, such that for some positive numbers d and M,
O(x) < ¢P(x) and ||x]] < My(x)
forall x € P(y,d). Suppose that
T:P(y,d) — P(y,d)

is completely continuous and there exist positive numbers h,r,c with h < r, such that the following conditions are
satisfied:

(S1) {x € P(y,0,®,r,¢,d) : D(x) > r} # 0 and D(Tx) > r for x € P(y,0,D,r,c,d);
(52) ©(Tx) > r for x € P(y, D, r,d) with O(Tx) > ¢;
(S3) 0 ¢ R(y,y,h,d) and Y(Tx) < h for x € R(y, ¥, h,d) with ¢(x) = h.

Then T has at least three fixed points x1,x2,x3 € P(y, d), such that

y(x) <d, fori=1,2,3,

and
r<®(x1), h<y(x), yh)<r yPs)<h
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3. Main result

To prove that (1), (2) has three positive solutions, the following three functionals are defined by
D(u) = minyeg,, , 17 l1(t)] and convex functionals y (1) = maxejo,17 [’ (t)], P (1) = O(1) = maxeep,1] [u(t)| on P.

a-1

L)
el=72 }r,ch,andf

Theorem 3.1. Assume that there exist positive constants h,r,c,d with h <, ¢ > max { T
m-2

holds the following conditions:
(H3) t°f(t,u,u’) < (dMq)P"Y,  for (t,u,u’) € [0,1] X [0,d] x [0, d];

(H4) f(t,u,u’) > (rMp)P71, for (t,u,u’) € [0,1] X [r,c] X [r,c];
(H5) t°f(t,u,u’) < (hMy)PL, for (t,u,u’) € [0,1] x [0, K] x [0, K].

where My = (1a 01); " and M, = T Azm t. Then the problem (1),(2) has at least three positive solutions 1y, us, U3
m=2"Sm-2
satisfying
y(u)<d, fori=1,23,
and

r<®(uy), h<y(up), y)<r, P(uz)<h

Proof. First of all, we prove T : P(y,d) — P(y, d).
For u € P(y,d),By assumption (H3), we get

w(s) = ¢y (fo 0 f(E, u(?), u’(t))dt)

1
< ¢y ( fo (dMl)P‘lt‘”dt)

o am
C (1-o)r!

then

y(Tu(t)) = max I(Tu)’(t)l

(a— 1)
0( 1) dM1
f =
_ 0( 1)dM1
A - o)
=d

So we obtain T : P(y, d) — P(y, d).

Take u(t) = ret "2, t € [0,1]. By simple calculation, we can get that u € P, y(u) < ¢, {(u) = O(u) < c and
D(u) > r.

{ueP(y,06,d,rcd:Ou)>rt+0
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For by (H4), we get
®(Tu(®) = min [Tu()] = [Tu(En-)
= EIZZ ; w(s)ds — é‘ilz rgai fo& w(s)ds — %f - (Em-2 = 8)" " w(s)ds
= %_‘12]; 2 w(s)ds

ém

=0 L quq( f f, u(t)u(t»dt)
a-1

> 5’22 f . quq ( f (Mar)~ 1dt)ds

m__lz f‘l ¢q ((Mzr)p—ls) ds

én 2
1
Mzr(é Ué+q

m2

Aq

=

=r

So, the condition (S1) of Theorem 3.1 holds.
Take u € P(y, ®,r,d) and 6(Tu(t)) > c. Considering Tu € P, we get

O(Tu(t)) = max ITu(®) = ITu(1)|

1 m—2
= %f w(s)ds — %Z aif w(s)ds — —f (1 —5)*Lew(s)ds
0 = Jo

and

O(Tu(t)) = [mln ITu(®)| = Tu(Em-2)l

Em-2,1

_ ' o)ds - 5057, f ¥ oo)ds S f RIS
- A ! 0 r(a) 5111 2

1 aif w(s)ds — mf (1-9)*" 1cu(s)dsJ

= &L (0(Tu(t)))
> &l

=r

This shows that the condition (S2) is satisfied.
In the following we will prove that the condition (S3) is satisfied.

6874
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Assume that u € R(y, ¢, h, d) with (u) = h. Then by (H5), we have

w(s) = ¢, ( fo 1 £t ut), u’(t))dt)

1
< ¢y ( fo (hMl)P‘lt‘“dt)

M
S (1-o)r!

So we get

P(Tu(t)) = max [Tu(®)l = |Tu(1)]

=% f s)ds — — me f w(S)ds—m f (1 -5 Da(s)ds
(a-1)
<3 fo (1—0;%1

_ (=DM,
C AL -0yt
=h

Thus, the condition (S3) is satisfied. By Theorem 3.1, we can get that (1),(2) has at least three positive
solutions u1, Uy, U3 satisfying
y(ui) <d, fori=1,2,3,

and
r<®(u), h<iyu), yu)<r, Pus)<h.

O

Example 3.2. Consider the following boundary value problem

[y (Do u()] + f(tu(t), ' () =0, 0<t<1 (7)

M§

u(0)=u'(0)=0, D§'u(l)=) aD3 u(;) (8)

Il
—_

i

where \/ff(t, u, v) is continuous in [0,1] X R*, XIR*, \/Zf(t, u,v) < 1500, for (t,u,v) € [0,1] X R* X R*, such that

e +e), (t,u,v) € (0,1] x [0,3] x [0,3]
f(t,u,v) = f—%(eﬁ +eV),  (tu,v) e (0,1]1x[5,17]x[5,17]
%9, (t,u,v) € (0,1] x [100, 00) X [100, c0)

Corresponding to Theorem 3.1, we take a = 5,p = 3,0 = 3,m = 4,& = 1,& = 5,1 = 3,00 = ;. Let

h =3,r=5,c=17,d = 150. By simple calculations, we can get that the conditions of Theorem 3.1 are satisfied. So,
the problem (7), (8) has at least three positive solutions uy, us, us satisfying

y(u) <150, fori=1,2,3,

and
5<®(u1), 3<y(up), y(u) <5, P(uz)<3
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