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Abstract. A planar harmonic mapping is a complex-valued function f : U → C of the form f (x + iy) =
u(x, y) + iv(x, y), where u and v are both real harmonic. Such a function can be written as f = h + 1,
where h and 1 are both analytic; the function ω = 1′/h′ is called the dilatation of f . We consider the linear
combinations of planar harmonic mappings that are the vertical shears of the asymmetrical vertical strip

mappingsϕ j(z) = 1
2i sinα j

log
(

1+ze
iα j

1+ze
−iα j

)
with various dilatations, where α j ∈ [ π2 , π), j = 1, 2. We prove sufficient

conditions for the linear combination of this class of harmonic univalent mappings to be univalent and
convex in the direction of the imaginary axis.

1. Introduction

A continuous complex-valued function f = µ + iν defined in a simply connected domain Ω ⊂ C is said
to be harmonic in Ω if both µ and ν are real harmonic in Ω. In any simply connected domain Ω, we can
write

f = h + 1, (1.1)

where h and 1 are analytic in Ω. A necessary and sufficient condition for f to be locally univalent and
sense-preserving in Ω is that |h′| > |1′| in Ω.

Denote by SH the class of functions f of the form (1.1) that are harmonic univalent and sense-preserving
in the unit discU = {z : |z| < 1} and normalized by f (0) = fz(0) − 1 = 0. It is obvious that the normalization
condition is equivalent to

h(z) = z +

∞∑
n=2

anzn and 1(z) =

∞∑
n=1

bnzn.

Furthermore, let S0
H be the subclass of SH consisting of f with b1 = 0. The classical family S of analytic

univalent, normalized functions on U is the subclass of SH in which bn = 0 for all n. In 1984, Clunie and
Sheil-Small [5] investigated the class SH for the first time. Since then, harmonic mappings have been an
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area of active research. Many remarkable results for harmonic mappings can be found in the literature [1-3,
5-11, 13-18, 20, 21, 24, 25].

A domain Ω ⊂ C is said to be convex in the direction γ, if for all z0 ∈ C, the set Ω ∩ {z0 + teiγ : t ∈ R} is
either connected or empty. Particularly, a domain is convex in the direction of the real (resp. imaginary)
axis if its intersection with each horizontal (resp. vertical) line is connected. A function is convex in the
direction of real (resp. imaginary) axis if it maps U onto a domain convex in the direction of real (resp.
imaginary) axis. The following result due to Hengarther and Schober [12] is very useful in checking if an
analytic function is convex in the direction of the imaginary axis.

Lemma 1.1. Suppose f is analytic and non constant inU. Then

<[(1 − z2) f ′(z)] ≥ 0, z ∈ U

if and only if

(i) it is univalent inU;
(ii) it is convex in the direction of the imaginary axis;

(iii) there exist sequences {z′n} and {z′′n } converging to z = 1 and z = −1, respectively, such that

lim
n→∞
<( f (z′n)) = sup

|z|<1
<( f (z)),

lim
n→∞
<( f (z′′n )) = inf

|z|<1
<( f (z)).

(1.2)

Clunie and Sheil-Small [5] introduced the shear construction method that produces a harmonic univalent
mapping with a given dilatation onto domains convex in one direction. This result is given in Lemma 1.2.

Lemma 1.2. A locally univalent harmonic function f = h + 1 in U is a univalent harmonic mapping of U onto a
domain convex in a direction of the imaginary (resp. real) axis if and only if h +1 (resp. h−1) is an analytic univalent
mapping ofU onto a domain convex in the direction of the imaginary (resp. real) axis.

A linear combination is an important method to construct a new function. MacGregor [19] showed that
the linear combination t f + (1− t)1 for 0 ≤ t ≤ 1 of analytic functions need not to be univalent even if f and
1 are convex functions. Some results on the linear combinations of analytic functions are obtained in [4, 19,
23]. Recently, the linear combinations of harmonic mappings have started to be studied [6, 16, 24, 25].

It is interesting and meaningful to investigate the classes of harmonic functions that mapU onto specific
domains. One can refer to [1, 7, 8, 10, 11, 17, 18]. Specifically, the collection of functions f = h + 1 ∈ So

H that
mapU onto the right half-plane, R = {w : Rew > −1/2}, have the form

h(z) + 1(z) =
z

1 − z

and those that map U onto the vertical strip, Ωα = {w : α−π
2i sinα < <(w) < α

2 sinα }, where π
2 ≤ α < π, have the

form

h(z) + 1(z) =
1

2i sinα
log

(
1 + zeiα

1 + ze−iα

)
. (1.3)

In this paper, we derive several sufficient conditions for the combination f = t f1 +(1−t) f2 to be univalent
and convex in the imaginary direction, where f1 and f2 are univalent harmonic mappings obtained by
shearing of h + 1 as given in (1.3).
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2. Main Results

Theorem 2.1. Let fi = h j + 1 j ∈ SH, where h j(z) + 1 j(z) = 1
2i sinα j

log
(

1+zeiα j

1+ze−iα j

)
, α j ∈ [π2 , π) for j = 1, 2. Then

f = t f1 + (1 − t) f2 ∈ SH is convex in the direction of the imaginary axis for 0 ≤ t ≤ 1, if f is locally univalent and
sense-preserving.

Proof. Define F = tF1 + (1 − t)F2, where F j = h j + 1 j = 1
2i sinα j

log
(

1+zeiα j

1+ze−iα j

)
for j = 1, 2. Let

ϕ j(z) := (1 − z2)F′j(z) =
1 − z2

(1 + zeiα j )(1 + ze−iα j )
.

It is easy to verify that ϕ j(0) = 1 and <[ϕ j(z)] = 0 for |z| = 1. By the minimum principle for harmonic
functions with z ∈ U, we have

<[ϕ j(z)] =<[(1 − z2)F′j(z)] > 0.

Therefore,

<[(1 − z2)F′(z)] = t<[ϕ1(z)] + (1 − t)<[ϕ2(z)] > 0,

for all z ∈ U. It follows from Lemma 1.1 that F = tF1 + (1 − t)F2 = th1 + (1 − t)h2 + t11 + (1 − t)12 is analytic
and convex in the direction of the imaginary axis. Therefore if

f = t f1 + (1 − t) f2 = th1 + (1 − t)h2 + t11 + (1 − t)12

is locally univalent and sense-preserving, then by Lemma 1.2 we have f ∈ SH is convex in the direction of
the imaginary axis.

In view of Theorem 2.1, the main object we need to focus on is the condition f is locally univalent and
sense-preserving. Actually, we just need ω, the dilation of f , to satisfy |ω| < 1. We begin by finding an
expression for ω.

Lemma 2.2. Let fi = h j + 1 j ∈ SH, where h j(z) + 1 j(z) = 1
2i sinα j

log
(

1+zeiα j

1+ze−iα j

)
, α j ∈ [π2 , π) for j = 1, 2. If ω j = 1′j/h

′

j

are dilatation functions of f j, j = 1, 2, respectively, then the dilatation function ω of f = t f1 + (1 − t) f2, 0 ≤ t ≤ 1, is
given by

ω =
t(1 + ω2)(1 + 2z cosα2 + z2)ω1 + (1 − t)(1 + ω1)(1 + 2z cosα1 + z2)ω2

t(1 + ω2)(1 + 2z cosα2 + z2) + (1 − t)(1 + ω1)(1 + 2z cosα1 + z2)
. (2.1)

Proof. Since f = t f1 + (1 − t) f2 = th1 + (1 − t)h2 + t11 + (1 − t)12,

ω =
t1′1 + (1 − t)1′2
th′1 + (1 − t)h′2

=
tω1h′1 + (1 − t)ω2h′2

th′1 + (1 − t)h′2
. (2.2)

From h j(z) + 1 j(z) = 1
2i sinα j

log
(

1+zeiα j

1+ze−iα j

)
and ω j = 1′j/h

′

j, j = 1, 2, we have

h′j(z) =
1

(1 + ω j(z))(1 + 2z cosα j + z2)
.

Substituting these into (2.2), we get (2.1).

If ω1 = ω2, then (2.1) reduces to ω = ω1 = ω2. Considering Theorem 2.1, we get the following result.
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Theorem 2.3. Let fi = h j + 1 j ∈ SH, where h j(z) + 1 j(z) = 1
2i sinα j

log
(

1+zeiα j

1+ze−iα j

)
, α j ∈ [π2 , π) for j = 1, 2. If ω1 = ω2,

then f = t f1 + (1 − t) f2 ∈ SH is convex in the direction of the imaginary axis for 0 ≤ t ≤ 1.

If α1 = α2, we have the following theorem.

Theorem 2.4. Let f j = h j + 1 j ∈ SH, where h j(z) + 1 j(z) = 1
2i sinα j

log
(

1+zeiα j

1+ze−iα j

)
, α j ∈ [π2 , π) for j = 1, 2. If α1 = α2,

then f = t f1 + (1 − t) f2 ∈ SH is convex in the direction of the imaginary axis for 0 ≤ t ≤ 1.

Proof. In view of Theorem 2.1, it suffices to show that f is locally univalent and sense-preserving. Substi-
tuting α1 = α2 into (2.1), we have

ω =
t(1 + ω2)ω1 + (1 − t)(1 + ω1)ω2

t(1 + ω2) + (1 − t)(1 + ω1)
=

tω1 + (1 − t)ω2 + ω1ω2

1 + tω2 + (1 − t)ω1
. (2.3)

Let

I := |1 + tω2 + (1 − t)ω1|
2
− |tω1 + (1 − t)ω2 + ω1ω2|

2

= 1 + 2t(1 − |ω1|
2)<ω2 + 2(1 − t)(1 − |ω2|

2)<ω1

+(1 − 2t)(|ω1|
2
− |ω2|

2) − |ω1|
2
|ω2|

2

and ω j = ρ jeiθ j , j = 1, 2. Then

I = 1 + 2t(1 − ρ2
1)ρ2 cosθ2 + 2(1 − t)(1 − ρ2

2)ρ1 cosθ1 + (1 − 2t)(ρ2
1 − ρ

2
2) − ρ2

1ρ
2
2

≥ 1 − 2t(1 − ρ2
1)ρ2 − 2(1 − t)(1 − ρ2

2)ρ1 + (1 − 2t)(ρ2
1 − ρ

2
2) − ρ2

1ρ
2
2

= (1 − ρ2
2)(1 − ρ1)2 + 2t(ρ1 − ρ2)[1 + ρ1ρ2 − (ρ1 + ρ2)] := II.

It is easy to verify that 1 + ρ1ρ2 − (ρ1 + ρ2) > 0 for ρ j ∈ [0, 1), j = 1, 2. Actually, 0 < 1 + ρ1ρ2 − (ρ1 + ρ2) ≤ 1
for all ρ j ∈ [0, 1), j = 1, 2. If ρ1 − ρ2 ≥ 0, then

I ≥ II ≥ (1 − ρ2
2)(1 − ρ1)2 > 0.

If ρ1 − ρ2 < 0, then

I ≥ II ≥ (1 − ρ2
2)(1 − ρ1)2 + 2(ρ1 − ρ2)[1 + ρ1ρ2 − (ρ1 + ρ2)]

= (1 − ρ2
1)(1 − ρ2)2 > 0.

Therefore, I > 0 which implies |ω| < 1. Hence f is locally univalent and sense-preserving.

Remark 2.5. In an earlier paper [24, Thm. 3], it was claimed that for ω given in (2.3), |ω| < 1. The authors assumed
that the function I is monotonic in t for t ∈ [0, 1] and this is not the case. Our proof establishes the validity of the
result.

The following lemma is popularly known as Cohn’s Rule.

Lemma 2.6 (Cohn’s Rule, see (22, p. 375)). Given a polynomial p(z) = a0 + a1z + a2z2 + ...+ anzn of degree n, let

p∗(z) = zn p
(

1
z

)
= an + an−1z + an−2z2 + ... + a0zn.

Denote by r and s the number of zeros of p inside and on the circle |z| = 1, respectively. If |a0| < |an|, then

p1 =
anp(z) − a0p∗(z)

z

is of degree n − 1 and has r1 = r − 1 and s1 = s number of zeros inside and on the unit circle |z| = 1, respectively.
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In order to get our next result, we need Lemma 6.

Lemma 2.7. Let a ∈ (−1, 0) ∪ (0, 1), t ∈ (0, 1) and α1, α2 ∈ [π2 , π). If a(α1 − α2) > 0, then

(1) |a(2t − 1) + 1| > |a(2t − 1) + 1 + 2at(1 − t)(cosα1 − cosα2)|; (2.4)
(2) |a(2t − 1) + 1 + at(1 − t)(cosα1 − cosα2)|

> |(at + 1)t cosα2 + (1 − t)(at + 1 − a) cosα1|. (2.5)

Proof. (1) It is obvious that a(2t− 1) + 1 > 0 holds for a ∈ (−1, 0)∪ (0, 1) and t ∈ (0, 1). Thus we just need to
prove the following double inequality

a(2t − 1) + 1 > a(2t − 1) + 1 + 2at(1 − t)(cosα1 − cosα2) > −[a(2t − 1) + 1].

That is,

0 > at(1 − t)(cosα1 − cosα2) > −[a(2t − 1) + 1]. (2.6)

First, because α1, α2 ∈ [π2 , π), then a(α1−α2) > 0 is equivalent to a(cosα1−cosα2) < 0. Therefore, for t ∈ (0, 1)
we have

0 > at(1 − t)(cosα1 − cosα2). (2.7)

Next, to prove the second inequality of (2.6), we consider two subcases.
Subcase 1: if a ∈ (0, 1) and α1, α2 ∈ [π2 , π), then a(α1 − α2) > 0 implies −1 < cosα1 − cosα2 < 0. Thus,

at(1 − t)(cosα1 − cosα2) > −at(1 − t) > −[a(2t − 1) + 1] (2.8)

holds for t ∈ (0, 1). The last inequality holds because of a(t2 + t − 1) > −1 for t ∈ (0, 1) and a ∈ (0, 1).
Subcase 2: if a ∈ (−1, 0) and α1, α2 ∈ [π2 , π), then a(α1 − α2) > 0 implies 0 < cosα1 − cosα2 < 1. Thus,

at(1 − t)(cosα1 − cosα2) > at(1 − t) > −[a(2t − 1) + 1] (2.9)

holds for t ∈ (0, 1). The last inequality holds because of a(−t2 + 3t − 1) > −1 for t ∈ (0, 1) and a ∈ (−1, 0).
Therefore, the second inequality of the double inequality (2.6) follows from inequalities (2.8) and (2.9).
(2) If a(α1−α2) > 0, then in view of inequality (2.6) we know that a(2t−1)+1+at(1−t)(cosα1−cosα2) > 0

for a ∈ (−1, 0) ∪ (0, 1), t ∈ (0, 1), and α1, α2 ∈ [π2 , π). So inequality (2.5) is equivalent to the double inequality

a(2t − 1) + 1 + at(1 − t)(cosα1 − cosα2)
> (at + 1)t cosα2 + (1 − t)(at + 1 − a) cosα1

> −[a(2t − 1) + 1 + at(1 − t)(cosα1 − cosα2)].
(2.10)

Now, let

f (a, t) :=a(2t − 1) + 1 + at(1 − t)(cosα1 − cosα2)
− [(at + 1)t cosα2 + (1 − t)(at + 1 − a) cosα1]

=(1 − a)(1 − cosα1)
+ t[(1 + a)(cosα1 − cosα2) + 2a(1 − cosα1)].

It follows that

∂ f (a, t)
∂a

= −(1 − cosα1) + t[cosα1 − cosα2 + 2(1 − cosα1)];

∂ f (a, t)
∂t

= (1 + a)(cosα1 − cosα2) + 2a(1 − cosα1).
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Let
∂ f (a, t)
∂a

= 0 and
∂ f (a, t)
∂t

= 0.

Then we have

a = a0 =
cosα2 − cosα1

2 − (cosα1 + cosα2)
and t = t0 =

1 − cosα1

2 − (cosα1 + cosα2)
.

Therefore, it is obvious that

f (a, t) ≥ f (a0, t0) =
2(1 − cosα1)(1 − cosα2)

2 − (cosα1 + cosα2)
> 0. (2.11)

Inequality (2.11) implies that the first inequality of the double inequality (2.10) holds.
Next, let

I :=(at + 1)t cosα2 + (1 − t)(at + 1 − a) cosα1

+ a(2t − 1) + 1 + at(1 − t)(cosα1 − cosα2)
=[a(2t − 1) + 1][1 + cosα1 − t(cosα1 − cosα2)]. (2.12)

If cosα1 − cosα2 > 0, then

I > [a(2t − 1) + 1][1 + cosα1 − (cosα1 − cosα2)]
= [a(2t − 1) + 1](1 + cosα2) > 0. (2.13)

If cosα1 − cosα2 < 0, then

I > [a(2t − 1) + 1](1 + cosα1) > 0. (2.14)

Therefore, I > 0 follows from inequalities (2.13) and (2.14) and the second inequality of the double inequality
(2.10) is proved.

Theorem 2.8. Let f j = h j + 1 j ∈ SH, where h j(z) + 1 j(z) = 1
2i sinα j

log
(

1+zeiα j

1+ze−iα j

)
, α j ∈ [π2 , π) for j = 1, 2. If ω1(z) = z,

ω2(z) = z+a
1+az , a ∈ (−1, 1), then f = t f1 + (1 − t) f2 ∈ SH (0 < t < 1) is convex in the direction of the imaginary axis

provided a(α1 − α2) ≥ 0.

Proof. By Theorem 2.1, we just need to show that |ω| < 1 inU. If a = 0, then ω2(z) = ω1(z) = z and this case
can follows from Theorem 2.3. If α1 = α2, then the case follows from Theorem 2.4. Therefore, we shall only
consider the case when a(α1 − α2) > 0.

Setting ω1(z) = z and ω2(z) = z+a
1+az in (2.1), we get

ω(z) =
t(1 + z+a

1+az )(1 + 2z cosα2 + z2)z + (1 − t)(1 + z)(1 + 2z cosα1 + z2) z+a
1+az

t(1 + z+a
1+az )(1 + 2z cosα2 + z2) + (1 − t)(1 + z)(1 + 2z cosα1 + z2)

=
t(1 + a)(1 + 2z cosα2 + z2)z + (1 − t)(1 + 2z cosα1 + z2)(z + a)
t(1 + a)(1 + 2z cosα2 + z2) + (1 − t)(1 + 2z cosα1 + z2)(1 + az)

=
p(z)
p∗(z)

,

where

p(z) =(at + 1)z3 + [2t(1 + a) cosα2 + 2(1 − t) cosα1 + a(1 − t)]z2

+ [1 + at + 2a(1 − t) cosα1]z + a(1 − t)

:=a3z3 + a2z2 + a1z + a0
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and

p∗(z) =a(1 − t)z3 + [1 + at + 2a(1 − t) cosα1]z2

+ [2t(1 + a) cosα2 + 2(1 − t) cosα1 + a(1 − t)]z + (at + 1)

=z3p( 1
z ).

Thus if z0 is a zero of p and z0 , 0, then 1/z0 is a zero of p∗, and we can rewrite

ω(z) =
(z + A)(z + B)(z + C)

(1 + Az)(1 + Bz)(1 + Cz)
.

For |β| ≤ 1, the function φ(z) =
z+β

1+βz
maps U = {z : |z| ≤ 1} onto U. Hence, to prove that |ω| < 1 in U, it

suffices to show that |A| ≤ 1, |B| ≤ 1, |C| ≤ 1 with at least one of these having modulus strictly less than one.
As |a3| = at + 1 > |a0| = |a(1 − t)| holds for all a ∈ (−1, 0) ∪ (0, 1) and t ∈ (0, 1), we can apply Cohn’ Rule to p,
and thus it is sufficient to show that all the zeros of p1 lie inside or on |z| = 1, where

p1(z) =
a3p(z) − a0p∗(z)

z
= (1 + a)p̃1(z)

and

p̃1(z) =[a(2t − 1) + 1]z2 + [2(1 − t)(at + 1 − a) cosα1 + 2t(at + 1) cosα2]z
+ a(2t − 1) + 1 + 2at(1 − t)(cosα1 − cosα2)

:=b2z2 + b1z + b0.

By Lemma 2.7(1), we have |b2| > |b0|. So we can use Cohn’s Rule again on p̃1. Now, we need to show that
all the zeros of p2 lie inside or on |z| = 1, where

p2(z) =
b2p̃1(z) − b0p̃∗1(z)

z
= −4at(1 − t)(cosα1 − cosα2)p̃2(z)

and

p̃2(z) =[a(2t − 1) + 1 + at(1 − t)(cosα1 − cosα2)]z
+ (at + 1)t cosα2 + (1 − t)(at + 1 − a) cosα1

:=c1z + c0.

By Lemma 2.7(2), we have |c1| > |c0|. Hence, the zeros of p̃2, p2, p̃1, and p1 lie in |z| < 1. Therefore, |ω| < 1.

Theorem 2.9. Let f j = h j + 1 j ∈ SH with ω j = eiθ j z , where h j(z) + 1 j(z) = 1
2i sinα j

log( 1+zeiα j

1+ze−iα j
), α j ∈ [π2 , π) and

θ j ∈ [0, 2π) for j = 1, 2. For each case, if the stated conditions are satisfied, then f = t f1 + (1− t) f2 ∈ SH is convex in
the direction of the imaginary axis for 0 < t < 1.

Case (1): θ1 = θ2 or α1 = α2;
Case (2):

(a) (cosα1 − cosα2)(cosα1 − cosα2 + cosθ1 − cosθ2) < 0, and
(b) | cosα1 − cosα2 + cosθ1 − cosθ2|

> | cosα1e−iθ1 − cosα2e−iθ2 + i sin(θ1 − θ2)|.

Proof. By Theorem 2.1, we just need to show that dilatation ω of f satisfies |ω| < 1 in U. By Theorem 2.3
and 2.4, respectively, Case (1) is true.
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If θ1 , θ2 and α1 , α2, by substituting ω j = eiθ j z, j = 1, 2 into the equation (2.1), we derive

ω(z) = zei(θ1+θ2) p(z)
p∗(z)

,

where

p(z) =z3 + [(1 − t)e−iθ1 + te−iθ2 + 2(t cosα2 + (1 − t) cosα1)]z2

+ [2t cosα2e−iθ2 + 2(1 − t) cosα1e−iθ1 + 1]z + (1 − t)e−iθ1 + te−iθ2

:=a3z3 + a2z2 + a1z + a0

and
p∗(z) = z3p( 1

z ) = a0z3 + a1z2 + a2z + a3.

Because of t ∈ (0, 1) and θ1 , θ2, we have |(1− t)e−iθ1 + te−iθ2 | < 1.Hence, |a0| < |a3|. By Cohn’s Rule, we have

p1(z) =
a3p(z) − a0p∗(z)

z
= 2t(1 − t)(e−iθ1 − e−iθ2 )p̃1(z),

where

p̃1(z) =
1
2

(eiθ1 − eiθ2 )z2 + (cosα1eiθ1 − cosα2eiθ2 )z

+ cosα1 − cosα2 +
1
2

(eiθ1 − eiθ2 )

:=b2z2 + b1z + b0.

In view of condition (a) in Case (2), we have

|b0|
2
− |b2|

2 =| cosα1 − cosα2 +
1
2

(eiθ1 − eiθ2 )|2 −
1
4
|eiθ1 − eiθ2 |

2

=(cosα1 − cosα2)(cosα1 − cosα2 + cosθ1 − cosθ2) < 0.

It follows |b0| < |b2|. Therefore, we can make use of Cohn’s Rule again. Let

p̃∗1(z) = z2p̃1( 1
z ) = b0z2 + b1z + b2.

By direct computation, we have

p2(z) :=
b2p̃1(z) − b0p̃∗1(z)

z
:= − (cosα1 − cosα2)p̃2(z) = −(cosα1 − cosα2)(c1z + c0),

where

c1 = cosα1 − cosα2 + cosθ1 − cosθ2,

c0 = cosα1e−iθ1 − cosα2e−iθ2 + i sin(θ1 − θ2).

Because of condition (a) in Case (2), we have |c1| > |c0|. So the zero(s) of p̃2 and p̃1 both lie inside the unit
circle |z| = 1. Therefore, it follows |ω| < 1.

If we take specific values for θ1 and θ2, we have the following corollary.



B.-Y. Long, M. Dorff / Filomat 32:9 (2018), 3111–3121 3119

Corollary 2.10. Let f j = h j + 1 j ∈ SH, where h j(z) + 1 j(z) = 1
2i sinα j

log
(

1+zeiα j

1+ze−iα j

)
, α j ∈ [π2 , π) for j = 1, 2. For each

case, if the stated conditions are satisfied, then f = t f1 + (1 − t) f2 ∈ SH is convex in the direction of the imaginary
axis for 0 < t < 1.

Case (1): For ω1(z) = zei(θ+ π
2 ), ω2(z) = zeiθ.

(a) (cosα1 − cosα2)(cosα1 − cosα2 − sinθ − cosθ) < 0, and
(b) (cosα1 + sinθ)(cosθ − cosα2) > (sinθ + cosθ)(cosα1 − cosα2).

Case (2): For ω1(z) = zei(θ+π), ω2(z) = zeiθ.

(a) (cosα1 − cosα2)(cosα1 − cosα2 − 2 cosθ) < 0, and
(b) (cosα1 − cosθ)(cosα2 + cosθ) < 0.

Case (3): For ω1(z) = z, ω2(z) = −z.
(a) α1 > α2.

Theorem 2.11. Let f j = h j + 1 j ∈ SH, where h j(z) + 1 j(z) = 1
2i sinα j

log
(

1+zeiα j

1+ze−iα j

)
, α j ∈ [π2 , π) for j = 1, 2. For each

case, if the stated conditions are satisfied, then f = t f1 + (1 − t) f2 ∈ SH is convex in the direction of the imaginary
axis for 0 < t < 1.

Case (1): For ω1(z) = z, ω2(z) = z2, and α1 < α2.

Case (2): For ω1(z) = z, ω2(z) = −z2, and α1 > α2.

Proof. As the proof is similar to the proof of Theorem 2.8 and Theorem 2.9, it is omitted.

3. Example

In this section, we give two examples to illustrate our results.

Example 3.1. If α1 = α2 = π
2 , then h j(z) + 1 j(z) = 1

2i log
(

1+iz
1−iz

)
for j = 1, 2. Taking ω1(z) = z, we get

h1(z) = 1
4 log (1+z)2

1+z2 + 1
2 arctan z,

11(z) = − 1
4 log (1+z)2

1+z2 + 1
2 arctan z.

Taking ω2(z) = −z2, we obtain

h2(z) = 1
4 log 1+z

1−z + 1
2 arctan z,

12(z) = − 1
4 log 1+z

1−z + 1
2 arctan z.

Let f j = h j + 1 j for j = 1, 2 and f = t f1 + (1 − t) f2. Then by Theorem 2.4, we know that f is in SH and is convex in
the direction of the imaginary axis. The images ofU under f with t = 0, 1

2 and 1, respectively, are shown in Figure 1.
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(a) t = 0 (b) t = 1
2 (c) t = 1

Figure 1: Images of concentric circles under f of Example 3.1

Example 3.2. Letting α1 = 3π
4 , we have

h1(z) + 11(z) =
1
√

2i
log

 √2 + (−1 + i)z
√

2 − (1 + i)z

 .
With ω1(z) = z, we have

h1(z) = 2−
√

2
4 log (1+z)2

1−
√

2z+z2
+

(1+
√

2) arctan(
√

2z−1)
2+
√

2
+

(1+
√

2)π
4(2+

√
2)
,

11(z) = − 2−
√

2
4 log (1+z)2

1−
√

2z+z2
+

(1+
√

2) arctan(
√

2z−1)
2+
√

2
+

(1+
√

2)π
4(2+

√
2)
.

With α2 = π
2 , then h2(z) + 12(z) = 1

2i log
(

1+iz
1−iz

)
. Taking ω2(z) = −z, we get

h2(z) = 1
4 log 1+z2

(1−z)2 + 1
2 arctan z,

12(z) = − 1
4 log 1+z2

(1−z)2 + 1
2 arctan z.

Let f j = h j + 1 j for j = 1, 2 and f = t f1 + (1 − t) f2, Then Corollary 2.10 gives us that f is in SH and is convex in the
direction of the imaginary axis. The images ofU under f with t = 0, 1

2 and 1, respectively, are shown in Figure 2.

(a) t = 0 (b) t = 1
2 (c) t = 1

Figure 2: Images of concentric circles under f of Example 3.2



B.-Y. Long, M. Dorff / Filomat 32:9 (2018), 3111–3121 3121

References

[1] Y. Abu-Muhanna and G. Schober, Harmonic mappings onto convex domains, Canad. J. Math. 39 (1987), no. 6, 1489–1530.
[2] O. P. Ahuja, Connections between various subclasses of planar harmonic mappings involving hypergeometric functions, Appl.

Math. Comput. 198 (2008), no. 1, 305–316.
[3] D. Bshouty and A. Lyzzaik, Close-to-convexity criteria for planar harmonic mappings, Complex Anal. Oper. Theory 5 (2011), no.

3, 767–774.
[4] D. M. Campbell, A survey of properties of the convex combination of univalent functions, Rocky Mountain J. Math. 5 (1975), no.

4, 475–492.
[5] J. Clunie and T. Sheil-Small, Harmonic univalent functions, Acad. Sci. Fenn. Ser. A I Math. 9 (1984), 3-25.
[6] M. Dorff and J. Rolf, Anamorphosis, mappping problems, and harmonic univelant function, Explorations in complex analysis,

197-269, Math. Assoc. of America, Inc., Washington, DC, 2012.
[7] M. Dorff, Harmonic univalent mappings onto asymmetric vertical strips, in: Computational Methods and Function Theory 1997

(Nicosia), Ser. Approx. Decompos. 11, World Sci., 1999, 171-175.
[8] M. Dorff, M. Nowak and M. Wołoszkiewicz, Harmonic mappings onto parallel slit domains, Ann. Polon. Math. 101 (2011), no.

2, 149–162.
[9] P. Duren, Harmonic mappings in the plane. Cambridge Tracts in Mathematics, 156. Cambridge University Press, Cambridge,

2004.
[10] A. Grigorian and W. Szapiel, Two-slit harmonic mappings, Ann. Univ. Mariae Curie-Skłodowska Sect. A 49 (1995), 59–84.
[11] W. Hengartner and G. Schober, Univalent harmonic functions, Trans. Amer. Math. Soc. 299 (1987), no. 1, 1–31.
[12] W. Hengartner and G. Schober, On schlicht mappings to domains convex in one direction, Comment. Math. Helv. 45 (1970),

303–314.
[13] X.-Z. Huang, Estimates on Bloch constants for planar harmonic mappings, J. Math. Anal.Appl. 337 (2008), no. 2, 880–887.
[14] J. M. Jahangiri, Harmonic functions starlike in the unit disk, J. Math. Anal. Appl. 235 (1999), no. 2, 470–477.
[15] L. V. Kovalev and J. Onninen, Harmonic mapping problem in the plane, J. Anal. 18 (2010), 279–295.
[16] R. Kumar, S. Gupta and S. Singh, Linear combinations of univelant harmonic mappings convex in the direction of the imaginary

axis, Bull. Malays. Math. Sci. Soc. 39 (2016), no. 2, 751–763.
[17] A. E. Livingston, Univalent harmonic mappings II, Ann. Polon. Math. 67 (1997), no. 2, 131–145.
[18] A. E. Livingston, Univalent harmonic mappings, Ann. Polon. Math. 57 (1992), no. 1, 57-70.
[19] T. H. MacGregor, The univalence of a linear combination of convex mappings, J. London Math. Soc. 44 (1969), 210–212.
[20] G. Neunann, Valence of complex-valued planar harmonic functions, Trans. Amer. Math. Soc. 357 (2005), no. 8, 3133-3167.
[21] S. Ponnusamy, H. Yamamoto and H. Yanagihara, Variability regions for certain families of harmonic univalent mappings,

Complex Var. Elliptic Equ. 58 (2013), no. 1, 23–34.
[22] Q. I. Rahman and G. Schmeisser, Analytic Theory of Polynomials, London Mathematical Society Monographs New Series, vol.

26, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2002.
[23] S. Y. Trimble, The convex sum of convex functions, Math. Z. 109 (1969), 112–114.
[24] Z.-G. Wang, Z.-H. Liu and Y.-C. Li, On the linear combinations of harmonic univalent mappings, J. Math. Anal. Appl 400 (2013),

no. 2, 452–459.
[25] Z.-G. Wang, L. Shi and Y.-P. Jiang, Consturction of harmonic univalent mapping convex in on direction, Scientia Sinica Math 44

(2014), no. 2, 139–150.


